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Credits	
90	credits	total	are	required	for	the	Ph.D.	program:	

	
15	credits	of	coursework	
3	credits	in	the	form	of	one	comprehensive	examination	
3	credits	in	the	form	of	one	specialization	examination	essay	
6	credits	of	thesis	proposal	
63	credits	of	research	and	thesis	

	
Residency	
The	minimum	residency	required	by	the	program	is	six	consecutive	terms	of	full-
time	study.	

	
Four-Year	Program	Completion	Schedule	

	

	

Year	One	
		Proseminar	I	and	II	(six	credits)	
	

Nine	credits	of	additional	coursework*	
	

Year	Two	
Comprehensive	exam	(no	later	than	December)	
	

Thesis	proposal	(no	later	than	April)	French	exam	
French	exam	recommended		
	
	

	

Year	Three	
Specialization	essay	(no	later	than	December)	
	

Thesis	research	and	writing	
	

Year	Four	
	

Completion	of	thesis	

	

*See	section	on	coursework	below	
	
Note:	While	the	expected	duration	of	the	program	is	four	years,	students	may	take	
up	to	six	years	to	complete	the	degree.	However,	both	internal	and	external	funding	
bodies	will	only	support	students	during	their	first	four	years	of	the	program.	After	
that,	very	little	opportunity	for	funding	exists.	

Degree	Requirements	
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If	a	student	is	not	finished	after	six	years,	they	must	submit	a	request	for	a	time	limit	
extension	 (TLE)	 for	 each	 term	 over	 the	 six-year	 limit.	 These	 extensions	 entail	
additional	 billing.	 TLE	 are	 granted	 by	 the	 School	of	 Graduate	 Studies	 and	may	 be	
declined,	in	which	case	a	student	will	be	withdrawn	from	the	program.	

	
	

	

Before	 graduation,	 students	 must	 be	 tested	 for	 French-language	 competency.	
Students	who	 have	 previously	 attended	 a	 French-language	 educational	 institution	
are	exempt;	students	whose	research	is	in	a	second	language	other	than	French	may	
also	be	exempt.	In	order	to	qualify	for	this	exemption,	the	student	should	formally	
request	 it	 by	 writing	 to	 the	 Graduate	 Program	 Director	 explaining	 the	 linguistic	
requirements	 for	 the	 thesis,	 and	 providing	 evidence	 of	 the	 necessary	 linguistic	
competence.	 Once	 the	 Graduate	 Program	 Director	 grants	 formal	 permission,	 this	
record	is	included	in	the	student’s	file.	
	
The	 language	 exam	 is	 administered	 within	 the	 department,	 and	 is	 usually	 given	
twice	a	year.	 	The	dates	 for	 the	exam	are	announced	via	email	sent	 to	all	graduate	
students.	The	examination	 takes	 two	hours	 to	complete	and	 its	goal	 is	 to	evaluate	
the	 proficiency	 in	 reading	 comprehension	 and	 basic	 French	 to	 English	 written	
translation	using	materials	related	to	the	discipline.	Students	are	allowed	to	consult	
dictionaries	during	the	writing	of	the	exam.	The	exam	is	graded	on	a	pass-fail	basis.	
If	a	student	fails	the	exam	they	are	allowed	to	retake	it	as	many	times	as	necessary.		
	
It	is	recommended	that	students	pass	this	exam	in	the	first	two	years	of	the	program	
in	 order	 to	 avoid	 unnecessary	 delays	 in	 completing	 all	 the	 requirements	 of	 the	
program.	

	
	

	

It	 is	 expected	 that	 students	 will,	 on	 average,	 complete	 at	 least	 12	 credits	 of	
coursework	during	the	first	year.	The	remaining	3	credits	are	usually	completed	in	
the	4th	or	5th	terms	(September	to	April	of	the	2nd	year	of	residence),	however	they	
can	 also	 be	 completed	 either	 during	 the	 first	 year,	 or	 at	 any	 point	 before	 being	
admitted	 to	 candidacy,	 while	 completing	 other	 program	 requirements	
(comprehensive	exam,	 thesis	proposal	 and	specialization	essay),	but	no	 later	 than	
the	6th	term	after	admission	(i.e.	the	summer	of	second	year	of	residence).		
	
Every	 year	 the	 School	 of	 Cinema	 offers	 a	 minimum	 of	 12	 credits	 of	 graduate	
seminars	 for	 doctoral	 students	 only	 (all	 other	 available	 graduate	 seminars	 are	
paired	with	the	MA	program).		Students	seeking	to	complete	their	coursework	may	
take	a	graduate	seminar	or	enroll	in	an	independent	study	course	(including	during	
the	summer,	depending	on	 instructor	availability).	 	Students	are	allowed	to	take	3	
credits	 as	 either	 an	 independent	 study,	 or	 as	an	MA	 course	 in	 the	 program	 (with	
additional	PhD-level	assignments	arranged	by	the	instructor).	

	

Language	

Course	work	(15	cr.)	
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Students	are	also	allowed	to	take	3	credits	outside	the	Mel	Hoppenheim	School	of	
Cinema	 (in	 another	 graduate	 program	 at	 Concordia	 or	 another	 university.	
Arrangements	 for	off-campus	courses	must	 first	be	discussed	and	cleared	with	the	
Ph.D.	program	director).	
	
Core	 6	credits	 Proseminar	I	and	II,	taken	consecutively	
Cluster	 At	least	3	

credits	
Taken	from	four	topic	clusters	of	seminars	labeled:	

• Topics	in	Film	and	Moving	Image	History	
• Topics	in	Film	and	Moving	Image	Aesthetics	
• Topics	in	Film	and	Moving	Image	Theory	
• Topics	in	Film,	Moving	Image	and	Cultural	Theory	
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Electives	 Up	to	3	

credits	
	
	
Up	to	3	
credits	

Taken	from	research	seminars	in	the	Mel	
Hoppenheim	School	of	Cinema,	including	independent	
studies	and/or	MA	seminars	
	
Taken	from	graduate	course	offerings	outside	of	the	
School	of	Cinema	or	University	
	

	
	
Other	requirements	for	admission	to	candidacy:	

	

In	addition	to	completing	the	required	15	credits	of	coursework,	students	must,	in	
the	 following	order,	pass	a	Comprehensive	Exam	(3	credits),	 followed	by	a	Thesis	
Proposal	(6	credits),	and	a	Specialization	Exam	Essay	(3	credits)	to	be	admitted	to	
candidacy.	

	
Students	are	strongly	encouraged	to	meet	with	their	PhD	supervisor	at	the	end	of	
their	first	year	of	residence	to	develop	an	exact	timeline	for	the	completion	of	
program	requirements.	

	
	
	

	
	
Students	are	strongly	advised	to	actively	look	for	a	thesis	supervisor	upon	arrival	in	
the	 program.	By	 the	 end	 of	 the	 2nd	 semester	of	 the	 first	 year,	 all	 students	 should	
have	formalized	their	supervision	by	filling	out	the	PhD	supervision	form	with	their	
adviser	(available	upon	request	to	the	Graduate	Program	Assistant).	

	
In	the	winter	semester	of	the	1st	year	in	the	program	students	are	advised	to	begin	
discussing	 the	 formation	 of	 their	 Comprehensive	 Exam	 Committee	 with	 their	
supervisor	and	to	begin	preparing	for	their	exams	upon	completion	of	12	credits	of	
coursework.	

	
The	supervisor,	in	consultation	with	the	student,	chooses	2	appropriate	members	of	
the	MHSoC	Film	Studies	full-time	faculty	to	join	the	supervisor	on	the	examination	
committee.	It	is	best	for	members	of	the	comprehensive	examination	committee	to	
continue	on	as	members	of	the	student’s	Thesis	Proposal,	Specialization	Exam	Essay	
and	thesis	committees.	However,	this	is	not	always	possible,	thus	the	constitution	of	
each	 committee	 should	be	 confirmed	before	 the	various	 stages	of	progress	 in	 the	
program.	

	

PhD	Supervision	and	Committee	Formation	
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Once	the	student	and	the	supervisor	have	chosen	the	members	of	the	Comprehensive	
Exam	committee,	it	is	the	supervisor’s	responsibility	to	contact	the	faculty	members	
and	 ask	 them	 to	 serve	 on	 the	 student’s	 committee(s).	 The	 supervisor	 and	 faculty	
members	 should	 discuss	 whether	 the	 faculty	members	 are	 willing	 to	 serve	 on	 the	
student’s	other	examination	committees	as	well	as	their	thesis	committee,	or	whether	
a	different	arrangement	will	need	to	be	made	later	on.	
	
Once	 the	 faculty	 members’	 acceptances	 are	 confirmed,	 the	 supervisor	 informs	 the	
Graduate	Program	Assistant,	who	sends	out	an	official	email	notification	confirming	
the	constitution	of	the	committee.	
	
Unless	there	is	a	change	in	the	constitution	of	the	committee,	this	only	needs	to	be	
done	once.	

	
	
Internal	and	External	committee	membership	

	

Exams	leading	to	candidacy:	
Examination	 committees	 for	 the	 Comprehensive	 Exam	 (3	 credits),	 the	 Thesis	
Proposal	(6	credits),	and	the	Specialization	Exam	Essay	(3	credits)	are	all	composed	
of	3	faculty	members.	In	usual	circumstances	these	include	the	student’s	supervisor	
and	2	other	members	of	the	full-time	film	studies	faculty	of	MHSoC.	

	
In	 rare	 cases	when	 outside	 expertise	 is	 crucial	 to	 the	 student’s	 individual	 area	 of	
research,	 an	 external	 member	 could	 be	 brought	 in	 as	 part	 of	 the	 3-member	
committee.	 If	 this	 is	 the	 case,	 the	 supervisor	should	 contact	 the	potential	 external	
committee	member,	ask	for	their	willingness	to	serve	on	the	committee,	and	request	
their	 CV.	 The	 supervisor	 will	 contact	 the	 Graduate	 Program	 Director,	 submit	 the	
external	member’s	CV	and	briefly	give	the	rationale	for	the	choice	of	candidate.	Final	
decision	 as	 to	 the	 committee’s	 membership	 will	 be	 determined	 by	 the	 doctoral	
program	 subcommittee	 and	 communicated	 to	 the	 supervisor	 (either	 in	 person	 or	
through	 email).	 If	 accepted,	 the	 external	 member	 will	 serve	 on	 the	 Thesis	
Supervision	Committee	as	well.	

	
Thesis	defense	committee:	
For	 the	Thesis	Defense,	 the	 examining	 committee	must	 be	 composed	of	 at	 least	 5	
faculty	members,	divided	in	the	following	manner:	

	
3	full-time	faculty	members	from	MHSoC’s	film	studies	unit	(including	the	
thesis	supervisor,	and	any	external	member	who	served	on	the	Thesis	
Supervision	Committee)	
1	internal	to	Concordia	and	external	to	program	faculty	member	
1	external	to	Concordia	faculty	member	
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The	 written	 Comprehensive	 Examination	 (3	 credits)	 pertains	 to	 the	 candidate’s	
major	 field	 and	 subfields	 of	 research,	 and	 is	 based	 on	 a	 reading	 list	 (with	 an	
appropriate	 filmography	 when	 required)	 prepared	 by	 the	 student	 with	 the	
assistance	of	their	supervisor.	
	
The	student	will	prepare	a	reading	list	with	the	assistance	of	their	supervisor.	The	list	
comprises	approximately	50	titles,	divided	more	or	less	equally	between	books	and	
essays	 (to	 which	 may	 be	 appended,	 when	 pertinent,	 a	 relevant	 filmography	 or	
“viewing	list”	of	no	more	than	50	titles).	
	
The	list	is	typically	divided	in	2-4	categories,	identifying	the	major	subfields/areas	of	
scholarly	research	of	which	the	student	will	demonstrate	proficiency.	The	list	should	
include	 both	 canonical/seminal	 works	 within	 the	 specific	 area,	 and	 more	
contemporary	scholarship	showing	major	new	developments	in	the	chosen	subfield.	
	
The	 reading	 list	 is	 not	 to	 be	 mistaken	 for	 the	 bibliography	 for	 the	 Thesis	 Project	
(though	 there	 will	 obviously	 be	 important	 overlaps):	 it	 is	 designed	 to	 ensure	 that	
students	can	 fill	any	major	gap	they	might	have	with	regards	to	 the	scholarly	areas	
that	 pertain	 to	 their	 field	 of	 research.	 This	 is	 why	 it	 is	 important	 that	 the	 list	 be	
established	with	the	help	of	the	supervisor	and	the	committee	members.	
	
The	reading	list	(and	filmography)	are	first	approved	by	the	supervisor	and	then	by	
the	other	members	of	the	Comprehensive	Examination	committee,	who	may	suggest	
modifications.	 Once	 final	 revisions	 are	 incorporated	 and	 all	 the	 members	 of	 the	
committee	 have	 approved	 the	 list,	 the	 supervisor	 notifies	 the	 GPA	 of	 the	 final	
approval.	
	
Upon	 final	 approval	 of	 the	 reading	 list,	 the	 student	 has	 4	 months	 to	 acquaint	
themselves	with	 the	material,	 after	which	 time	 the	 supervisor	will	select	 a	date	 for	
the	exam	in	consultation	with	the	student.	
	
The	 supervisor	 devises	 the	 questions	 for	 the	 comprehensive	 examination,	
distributing	 it	 to	 the	 examination	 committee	 ahead	 of	 time	 for	 approval	 and/or	
suggestions.	 The	 supervisor	 and	 the	 committee	 decide	 on	 the	 number	 of	 questions	
the	student	will	be	required	to	answer.	Students	could	be	given	a	choice	from	several	
questions,	(for	example,	2	out	of	4),	or	in	other	cases	the	questions	can	be	fixed	and	
require	no	choice.	
	
The	goal	of	the	exam	is	to	demonstrate	knowledge,	evaluation,	and	the	integration	of	
the	existing	theoretical	frameworks,	scholarly	methodologies,	and	critical	debates	in	
the	 discipline.	 In	 other	 words,	 this	 exam	 allows	 the	 student	 to	 exhibit	 a	 broad	
knowledge	 of	 the	 scope	 of	 the	 field	 and	 an	 in-depth	 command	 of	 the	 chosen	

The	Comprehensive	Examination	(3	cr)	
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specialized	sub-areas	of	the	discipline.	
	
Once	 completed,	 the	 Supervisor	 should	 transmit	 the	 questions	 to	 the	 student	 via	
email,	 cc’ing	 the	 Program	Director,	 the	 Program	Assistant,	 and	 the	members	of	 the	
Comprehensive	Examination	Committee.	
	
Upon	the	receipt	of	the	questions,	students	will	have	2	weeks	to	produce	a	25	to	35-
page	 essay	 (6,250	 to	 8,750	 words)	 to	 answer	 the	 questions.	 The	 essay	 is	 to	 be	
submitted	 to	 the	 Program	 Assistant	 who	 will	 then	 forward	 it	 to	 the	 examination	
committee.	
	
The	comprehensive	examination	will	be	graded	on	a	Pass/Fail	basis.	
	
In	 the	 event	 that	 one	 of	 the	 examination	 committee	 members	 gives	 a	 student	 a	
failing	grade,	the	exam	is	considered	a	Fail.	Following	from	this,	the	supervisor	will	
communicate	 in	 writing	 the	 rationale	 for	 the	 decision	 and	 the	 examination	
committee’s	suggestions	for	revisions,	cc’ing	the	Graduate	Program	Director	and	the	
Graduate	Program	Assistant.	A	copy	of	this	report	will	be	added	to	the	student’s	file.	
If	 a	 student	 fails	 an	 examination	 they	must	 rewrite	 the	 exam	within	 3	months.	 A	
second	failure	will	result	in	automatic	withdrawal	from	the	program.	
	
The	student	should	complete	this	exam	no	later	than	December	of	their	2nd	year	in	
the	program	(4th	term).	

	
	

	

The	 thesis	 proposal	 (6	 credits)	 consists	of	 a	20	 to	 25	 page	 document	 outlining	 the	
object	 of	 study	 of	 the	 thesis,	 its	 objectives,	 the	 research	 hypothesis,	 and	 the	
methodology	that	will	be	used	or	developed,	as	well	as	a	brief	survey	of	the	relevant	
literature.	 A	 detailed	 bibliography	 must	 accompany	 the	 document	 as	 well	 as	 a	
preliminary	table	of	contents	for	the	thesis	briefly	outlining	its	chapters.	
	
The	thesis	proposal	is	to	be	defended	orally	before	a	jury	consisting	of	the	student’s	
supervisor	 and	 2	 faculty	 members	 from	 the	MHSoC’s	 film	 studies	 unit.	 If	 the	 jury	
committee	 is	 different	 from	 the	 student’s	 Comprehensive	 Examination	 committee,	
the	 supervisor	 should	 follow	 the	 steps	 outlined	 above	 in	 the	 section	on	 committee	
formation.	
	
The	proposal	 is	 submitted	by	 the	 student	 to	 their	 supervisor,	 and	approved	by	 the	
supervisor	 no	 later	 than	 April	 of	 the	 student’s	 2nd	 year	 in	 the	 program	 (5th	 term).	
Upon	approval	of	the	proposal,	an	oral	defense	is	scheduled	by	the	Graduate	Program	
Assistant.	
	
Students	should	work	closely	with	their	supervisor	to	draft	 this	document	and	they	

Thesis	Proposal	(6	cr)	
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should	 expect	 it	 to	 undergo	 several	 revisions	 before	 the	 final	 version	 can	 be	
submitted.	 (Note:	 because	 this	 document	 is	 likely	 to	 go	 through	 various	 stages	 of	
revisions	 it	 is	 highly	 recommended	 that	 students	 start	 working	 on	 it	 as	 early	 as	
possible).	
	
Once	 the	 supervisor	 gives	 the	 approval	 signaling	 that	 the	 proposal	 is	 ready	 to	 be	
defended,	 the	student	should	submit	 the	proposal	 to	 the	Graduate	Program	Director	
and	the	Graduate	Program	Assistant.	The	Graduate	Program	Assistant	will	distribute	
the	thesis	proposal	to	the	thesis	committee	members	and	schedule	the	thesis	proposal	
defense	(usually	within	1	month	of	submitting	the	document).	
	
The	thesis	proposal	is	a	blueprint	for	a	successful	thesis;	it	is	a	roadmap.	It	is	not	an	
abstract	 (which	 is	 to	 say,	 a	 summary	 of	 a	 completed	 thesis),	 nor	 is	 it	 a	 full-scale	
introductory	 chapter	or	a	 critical	 essay.	 Instead,	 it	 is	 an	attempt	 to	describe	what	 is	
planned	 before	 it	 has	 actually	 been	 done.	 It	 describes	 the	 argument,	 and	 does	 not	
attempt	to	argue	the	thesis	itself	in	miniature.	It	thus	most	closely	resembles	a	grant	
proposal,	 and	 like	 any	 grant	 proposal	 it	 should	 set	 out	 the	 value	 of	 the	 topic	 and	
approach	in	a	concise	and	persuasive	manner.	
	
The	proposal	should	contain	the	following	sections:	
	

1. 1-2	page	summary	
2. Research	problem	and	a	set	of	specific	research	questions/problems	

(which	the	thesis	would	address	or	resolve)	
3. Importance	of	the	topic,	its	relevance	to	the	larger	debates	in	the	field	
4. Theoretical	basis	for	the	problem	and	the	research	questions	(including	the	

definition	of	the	key	terms/concepts)	
5. Prior	research	on	this	topic	and	preliminary	relevant	literature	review	
6. Research	methodology	(including	the	object(s)	of	study,	the	body	of	work	

to	 be	 analyzed,	 and	 the	 approach	 of	 the	 analysis;	 the	 historical	 and	
geographical	 delineation	of	 the	 topic;	 the	 boundaries	 set	 for	 the	material	
analyzed,	and	their	rationale)	

7. The	contribution	of	the	thesis	to	the	field	(as	opposed	to	the	importance	of	
the	 topic	 –	 i.e.	 what	 and	 how	 will	 this	 specific	 question/approach	
contribute	to	the	field)	

8. Chapter	breakdown	and	brief	description	of	their	content	
9. Timeline	to	completion	
10. Bibliography	
11. Filmography	

	
The	 thesis	 proposal	 defense	 will	 consist	 of	 a	 brief	 (15-20	min)	 presentation	 by	 the	
student	outlining	the	key	elements	of	 the	proposal,	 followed	by	a	discussion	with	the	
committee	members.	After	the	discussion	the	student	will	be	asked	to	leave	the	room	
while	the	committee	deliberates.	The	student	is	then	asked	to	come	back	in	the	room,	
and	the	committee’s	decision	is	communicated	to	him/her.			
The	proposal	and	its	defense	will	be	graded	on	a	Pass/Fail	basis.	
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The	 GPD	 should	 nominate	 a	 member	 of	 the	 exam	 committee	 who	 is	 not	 the	
supervisor	to	chair	the	defense.	The	chair	will	be	then	responsible	for	explaining	to	
the	student	the	procedures	at	the	beginning	of	the	exam;	ensure	proper	unfolding	of	
the	exam;	 submit	 the	pass/fail	 grade;	 and	writing	a	brief	of	 the	defense.	The	brief	
will	 summarize	 the	 comments	 and	 recommendations	 of	 the	 committee	 for	 the	
candidate.	 The	 chair	 passes	 the	 brief	 along	 to	 the	 committee	members,	 and	 upon	
approval,	sends	it	on	to	the	candidate.	The	brief	is	added	to	the	student's	file.	
	
The	defense	will	unfold	in	the	following	way:	

	
Chair	welcomes	everyone	and	explains	the	unfolding	of	 the	defense	to	 the	student	
which	includes	the	following:	

	
1. Student	 presents	 their	 work	 (15-20	 mins).	 This	 should	 be	 either	 a	

summary	 of	 the	 work,	 or	 a	 presentation	 of	 the	 salient	 points	 for	
discussion.	

2. Faculty	make	 comments	 and	 ask	 questions	 in	 the	 order	determined	 by	
the	chair	(with	the	supervisor	speaking	last).	

3. If	needed:	second	round	of	questions/open	discussion.	
4. When	faculty	members	have	no	more	questions,	student	is	asked	if	they	

have	final	comments/remarks	or	questions	to	pose.	
5. Student	 leaves	 room	 and	 jury	 deliberates.	 (Chair	 notes	 down	

remarks/recommendations	that	will	accompany	jury's	decision)	
6. Student	 is	 asked	 to	 return	 and	 the	 Chair	 announces	 the	 jury's	decision	

and	 verbally	 gives	 remarks/recommendations	 to	 the	 student	 (a	 typed	
version	will	be	communicated	within	10	day’s	 time	to	the	student—the	
typed	version	also	goes	into	the	student's	file).	

	
The	 committee	 can	 choose	 to	 assign	 the	 proposal	 a	 “Pass	with	 Revisions”	mark,	 in	
which	 case	 the	 student	 will	 be	 expected	 to	 resubmit	 the	 revised	 version	 of	 the	
proposal	 based	 on	 the	 revisions	 and	 editorial	 suggestions	 to	 the	 committee,	 the	
Graduate	Program	Director	and	Graduate	Program	Assistant	within	3	weeks.	Once	the	
revised	proposal	is	submitted	and	receives	the	committee’s	approval,	the	student	will	
receive	the	passing	grade.	 If	 the	revisions	are	not	submitted	or	 found	unsatisfactory	
by	the	committee,	the	student	receives	a	failing	grade.	
	
If	at	least	one	member	of	the	committee	gives	the	student	a	failing	grade	on	the	thesis	
proposal	defense,	the	exam	is	considered	failed.	In	such	a	case,	the	chair	of	the	defense	
will	 communicate	 both	 verbally	 the	 rationale	 for	 the	 decision	 and	 committee’s	

Procedures:	Thesis	Proposal	

Defense	
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suggestions	for	revisions,	and	send	a	written	summary	(via	email)	to	the	student,	the	
committee,	 the	 Graduate	 Program	 Director,	 and	 the	 Graduate	 Program	 Assistant	
within	10	days	from	the	defense.	A	copy	of	this	report	is	added	to	the	student’s	file.	If	a	
student	 fails	 the	 defense,	 they	 must	 rewrite	 the	 exam	 within	 3	 months.	 A	 second	
failure	will	result	in	automatic	withdrawal	from	the	program.	
	
	

	

The	written	Specialization	Examination	Essay	(3	credits)	is	intended	to	demonstrate	
the	student’s	capacity	to	perform	critical	analysis	of	research	material	and	address	
the	research	questions	in	the	thesis	proposal.	It	is	followed	by	an	oral	defense	before	
a	 jury	 of	 3	 full-time	 faculty	members	 from	MHSoC	 film	 study’s	 unit	(including	 the	
supervisor).	

	
The	specialization	exam	is	a	stand-alone	scholarly	essay:	a	case	study	based	on	the	
primary	material/topic	relevant	 to	 the	student’s	proposed	thesis	project	(this	may	
include,	 but	 is	 not	 limited	 to:	 a	 close	 reading	 of	 an	 audiovisual	 text,	 or	 of	 a	
theoretical	source,	archival-based	historical	material,	ethnographic	data,	etc.	 It	can	
also	 be	 the	 development	 of	 a	 theoretical	 argument).	 The	 essay	 assumes	 that	 the	
student	 has	 conducted	 sufficient	 independent	 primary	 research	 to	 construct	 the	
case	study.		

	
The	 essay	 is	 developed	 so	 as	 to	 follow	 professional	 criteria	 for	 an	 academic	
publication	 upon	 completion.	 The	 student	 should	 choose	 a	 peer-reviewed	
professional	 journal	 to	which	this	essay	 is	 intended	to	be	submitted	and	follow	all	
the	 specific	 journal	 submission	 guidelines,	 including	 the	 style	 guide	 and	 the	word	
limit.			
	
Whether	or	not	 the	piece	has	actually	been	 submitted	 for	publication	 is	not	 taken	
into	 consideration	when	 grading	 it.	 It	 is	 expected	 that	 this	 essay	will	 be	 included	
into	 the	 thesis	 as	 a	 chapter	 or	 part	 of	 a	 chapter.	 The	 evaluation	 criteria	 will	 be	
consistent	 with	 the	 expectations	 for	 an	 essay	 submitted	 for	 publication	
(contribution	 to	 scholarship,	 appropriate	 methodology,	 clear	 and	 well-developed	
argument,	style	and	organization,	etc.).		

	
The	specialization	essay	is	submitted	by	the	student	to	the	supervisor	and	must	be	
approved	 for	 submission	 to	 the	 jury	no	 later	 than	December	of	 the	3rd	 year	 in	 the	
program	(7th	term	of	residency).	The	supervisor	then	forwards	the	approved	draft	of	
the	 essay	 to	 the	 examination	 committee,	 cc’ing	 the	 Program	 Director	 and	 the	
Program	Assistant,	and	oral	defense	is	then	scheduled	by	the	GPA	for	the	following	
January.	

	
Upon	successful	completion	of	the	specialization	examination	essay	(and	contingent	
on	 the	 completion	 of	 the	 required	 15	 course	 credits),	 the	 student	 is	 admitted	 to	

The	Specialization	Examination	Essay	(3	cr)	
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candidacy.	
	
The	 defense	 of	 the	 specialization	 examination	 should	 provide	 students	with	 early	
feedback	from	examiners	on	the	students’	thesis-specific	research.	

	
	

	

The	 GPD	 should	 nominate	 a	 member	 of	 the	 exam	 committee	 who	 is	 not	 the	
supervisor	to	chair	the	defense.	The	chair	will	be	then	responsible	for	explaining	to	
the	student	the	procedures	at	the	beginning	of	the	exam;	ensure	proper	unfolding	of	
the	exam;	 submit	 the	pass/fail	 grade;	 and	writing	a	brief	of	 the	defense.	The	brief	
will	 summarize	 the	 comments	 and	 recommendations	 of	 the	 committee	 for	 the	
candidate.	 The	 chair	 passes	 the	 brief	 along	 to	 the	 committee	members,	 and	 upon	
approval,	sends	it	on	to	the	candidate.	The	brief	is	added	to	the	student's	file.	
	
The	defense	will	unfold	in	the	following	way:	

	
Chair	welcomes	everyone	and	explains	the	unfolding	of	 the	defense	to	 the	student	
which	includes	the	following:	

	
1. Student	briefly	introduces	the	essay	(5-10	mins),	explaining	the	choice	of	
the	journal	for	submission,	and	placing	the	material	within	the	larger	scope	
of	the	thesis	project,	and	a	specific	chapter.		

2. Faculty	make	comments	and	ask	questions	in	the	order	determined	by	the	
chair	(with	the	supervisor	speaking	last).	

3. If	needed:	second	round	of	questions/open	discussion.	
4. When	faculty	members	have	no	more	questions,	student	is	asked	if	they	
have	final	comments/remarks	or	questions	to	make.	

5. Student	leaves	room	and	jury	deliberates	(Chair	notes	down	
remarks/recommendations	that	will	accompany	jury's	decision).	

6. Student	is	asked	to	return	and	the	Chair	announces	the	jury's	decision	and	
verbally	gives	remarks/recommendations	to	the	student	(a	typed	version	
will	be	communicated	within	10	day’s	time	to	the	student—the	typed	
version	also	goes	into	the	student's	file). 

	
The	 committee	 can	 choose	 to	 assign	 the	 proposal	 a	 “Pass	with	 Revisions”	mark,	 in	
which	case	the	student	will	be	expected	to	resubmit	the	revised	version	of	the	essay	
based	 on	 the	 revisions	 and	 editorial	 suggestions	 to	 the	 committee,	 the	 Graduate	
Program	Director,	and	Graduate	Program	Assistant	within	3	weeks.	Once	the	revised	
essay	is	submitted	and	receives	the	committee’s	approval,	the	student	will	receive	the	
passing	 grade.	 If	 the	 revisions	 are	 not	 submitted	 or	 found	 unsatisfactory	 by	 the	
committee,	the	student	receives	a	failing	grade.	

Procedures:	The	Specialization	

Examination	Essay	Defense	
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If	 at	 least	 one	 member	 of	 the	 committee	 gives	 the	 student	 a	 failing	 grade	 on	 the	
thesis	proposal	defense,	the	exam	is	considered	failed.	In	such	a	case,	the	chair	of	the	
defense	will	 communicate	 both	 verbally	 the	 rationale	 for	 the	 decision	 and	 send	 a	
written	summary	 (via	email)	 to	 the	 student,	 the	 committee,	 the	Graduate	Program	
Director	 and	 the	 Graduate	 Program	 Assistant	within	 10	 days	 from	 the	 defense.	 A	
copy	of	this	report	is	added	to	the	student’s	file.		

	
If	a	student	fails	the	defense,	they	must	rewrite	the	exam	within	6	months,	following	
the	same	procedures.	 	However,	if	they	so	wish,	the	student	may	choose	to	submit	
work	on	a	different	 topic	 (i.e.,	material	 from	a	different	 chapter	of	 their	 thesis).	A	
second	failure	will	result	in	automatic	withdrawal	from	the	program.	
	

	

	

The	student's	research	will	be	presented	in	a	written	thesis	(approximately	250-300	
pages	or	between	62,500	and	75,000	words)	and	defended	orally	conforming	to	
the	regulations	outlined	in	Concordia	University's	Graduate	Calendar.		
	
For	information	regarding	the	preparation	and	submission	of	the	thesis,	students	
should	consult	the	Thesis	Preparation	Guide:	
http://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/concordia/offices/sgs/docs/handbooks/th
esispreparationguide.pdf	
	
The	 program	 accepts	 both	 chapter-based	 theses	 and	manuscript-based	 theses,	 but	
not	research	creation	theses.	
	
Research	Ethics	
All	graduate	students	undertaking	research	involving	humans	or	animals	as	research	
participants	 are	 required	 to	 have	 their	 research	 reviewed	 and	 approved	 in	
conformity	 with	 the	 Tri-Council	 Policy	 Statement	 “Ethical	 Conduct	 for	 Research	
Involving	Humans”	(1998)	or	the	guidelines	of	the	Canadian	Council	on	Animal	Care.	
For	further	details	please	consult:	http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/default.aspx	
	
Submission	of	Thesis	
The	 student’s	 supervisor	 needs	 approve	 the	 thesis	 for	 examination	 and	 sign	 a	
“Permission	to	Submit”	form	before	the	formal	submission	to	the	Thesis	Office.	
	
When	the	student	submits	the	thesis	to	the	Thesis	Office,	it	must	be	in	its	final	version	
and	ready	for	formal	evaluation.	The	Thesis	Office	checks	the	format	to	ensure	that	it	
meets	 the	regulations	and	forwards	the	thesis	copies	with	the	examiners’	evaluation	
forms	 to	 the	 student’s	 program	 to	 be	 delivered	 to	 the	 examiners	 so	 that	 the	 thesis	
defense	can	be	scheduled.	

Research	and	Thesis		(63	cr)	
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A	thesis	may	be	submitted	to	the	Thesis	Office	in	the	School	of	Graduate	Studies	(1550	
de	Maisonneuve	West)	at	any	time	during	the	year.	However,	if	a	candidate	intends	to	
graduate	at	 a	particular	graduation,	 they	must	 submit	one	 copy	of	 their	 thesis	 in	 its	
final	 format	 (i.e.,	 all	 modifications	 completed)	 to	 the	 Thesis	 Office	 by	 April	 15	 for	
spring	convocation	or	by	September	15	for	fall	convocation.	Students	should	submit	at	
least	2	weeks	before	the	final	deadline	to	ensure	that	they	have	sufficient	time	to	make	
any	 required	 format	 changes.	 Students	 submitting	 their	 thesis	 should	 take	 into	
consideration	that	examiners	are	given	6	weeks	to	read	the	thesis	(8	weeks	during	the	
summer	 months	 and	 at	 Christmas),	 that	 revisions	 may	 be	 required	 before	 final	
(revised)	submission	and	that	 the	defense	needs	to	be	scheduled.	This	means	that	a	
period	of	up	to	3	months	can	elapse	between	submission	to	SGS	and	the	submission	of	
final	 revisions	 for	 graduation.	 The	 program	 recommends	 therefore	 that	 students	 be	
ready	to	submit	 to	SGS	on	January	15	and	June	15	should	they	wish	to	make	Spring	
and	Fall	convocations.	If	the	thesis	is	submitted	any	later	than	the	stated	deadline,	the	
program	cannot	guarantee	that	the	defense	will	be	held	in	a	timely	manner.	
	
Thesis	Defense	Committee	
(See	Committee	Formation	above	for	composition	of	the	committee)	
	
The	 defense	 committee	 is	 formed	 by	 the	 Program	 upon	 recommendation	 from	 the	
supervisor	 (who	 will	 have	 consulted	 with	 the	 student).	 The	 Graduate	 Program	
Director	 formally	 invites	 the	 examiners	 (internal	 and	 external).	 The	 student	 should	
not	 personally	 invite	 any	 examiners.	 The	Graduate	 Program	Assistant	will	 schedule	
the	defense	date.	
	
	

	

Academic	Standing	
Students	must	maintain	a	cumulative	grade	point	average	(GPA)	of	3.00	based	on	a	
minimum	of	12	credits.	Students	whose	GPA	falls	below	3.00	are	considered	to	be	
on	academic	probation	during	the	 following	review	period.	 If	a	student’s	GPA	falls	
below	3.00	for	2	consecutive	review	periods,	they	are	withdrawn	from	the	program.	

	
C	Rule	
Students	who	receive	more	than	one	C	during	the	course	of	their	Ph.D.	studies	will	
be	required	to	withdraw	from	the	program.	Students	may	appeal	for	re-admission.	
Students	 who	 receive	 another	 C	 after	 re-admission	 will	 be	 required	 to	 withdraw	
from	the	program	and	will	not	be	considered	for	re-admission.	

	
F	Rule	
Students	 who	 receive	 a	 failing	 grade	 in	 the	 course	 of	 their	 Ph.D.	 studies	 will	 be	
withdrawn	 from	 the	 program.	 Students	may	 apply	 for	 readmission.	 Students	who	
receive	another	failing	grade	or	a	C	grade	after	re-admission	will	be	withdrawn	from	

Academic	Regulations	
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the	program.	
	
Time	Limit	
All	work	for	a	doctoral	degree	must	be	completed	within	18	terms	(6	years)	of	full-
time	study	from	the	time	of	initial	registration	in	the	program.	

	
Graduation	Requirement	
In	order	to	graduate,	students	must	have	a	cumulative	GPA	of	at	least	3.00.	

	
	

	

The	 Ph.D.	 in	 Film	 and	 Moving	 Image	 Studies	 is	 housed	 in	 the	 Mel	 Hoppenheim	
School	of	Cinema,	and	the	Film	Studies	area	within	the	school.	The	School	of	Cinema	
is	 in	 turn	housed	within	 the	 Faculty	 of	Fine	Arts.	 Decisions	 affecting	 the	 program	
may	 be	 made	 at	 the	 departmental	 level	 and	 at	 the	 area	 level.	 However,	 most	
decisions	 are	 made	 by	 the	 Doctoral	 sub-committee	 and	 the	 Joint	 Doctoral	
Committee.	

	
The	Doctoral	sub-committee	consists	of	3	full-time	faculty	members,	one	of	whom	is	
the	 Graduate	 Program	 Director.	 This	 committee	 is	 responsible	 for	 all	 decisions	
regarding	admissions	and	awards.	This	committee	can	also	be	called	upon	to	assist	
the	GPD	with	other	decisions	regarding	supervision,	exams,	and	thesis	committees.	

	
The	 Joint	 Doctoral	 Committee	 consists	 of	 the	 3	 faculty	 members	 on	 the	 sub-	
committee,	in	addition	to	3	students	in	the	program.	Each	student	serves	a	two-year	
term,	 and	 are	 elected	 by	 their	 peers.	 This	 committee	 makes	 decisions	 regarding	
course	 offerings	 and	 any	 issues	 affecting	 the	 program	 that	 do	 not	 involve	
confidential	information	about	students	or	faculty.	

   
 
 

Progress Reports 
 
Annual	progress	reports	are	required	by	SGS	by	the	end	of	each	academic	year.	These	
are	 sent	 out	 electronically	 and	 it	 is	 important	 that	 students	 fill	 them	out	 promptly.	
These	 are	 brief	 reports	 and	 are	 intended	 for	 the	 School	 of	 Graduate	 Studies	
monitoring	purposes.	Failure	to	complete	a	report	will	result	in	registration	delays.			

 
 

Teaching , TA and RA Opportunities 
	
Teaching	Assistantships	

Each	 year	 the	 department	will	 invite	 applications	 from	MA	 and	PhD	 students	 to	 TA	

Administration	of	the	Program	
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undergraduate	courses	in	the	Mel	Hoppenheim	School	of	Cinema.	Normally,	Teaching	
Assistants	are	required	to	attend	all	lectures	and	screenings,	do	the	required	readings,	
assist	 the	 primary	 instructor	 with	 the	 grading,	 and	 in	 some	 cases	 conduct	 tutorial	
sessions	 or	 give	 guest	 lectures	 in	 the	 course.	 Teaching	 Assistants	 at	 Concordia	 are	
covered	by	 a	 collective	 agreement	 (Teaching	and	Research	Assistants	at	Concordia).		
For	specifications	of	the	teaching	duties,	please	consult	the	GPD.		
	
Available	Teaching	Assistantships	will	be	announced	via	email	after	 June	1st,	and	the	
application	 and	 selection	 process	 can	 take	 longer	 due	 to	 changes	 in	 course	
enrollments.	 All	 students	 given	 teaching	 assistantships	 will	 be	 notified	 at	 least	 one	
month	before	the	start	of	the	semester.		

	
Course	Instruction	

While	 not	 required	 by	 the	 program,	 students	 are	 encouraged	 to	 apply	 to	 teach	 and	
take	advantage	of	all	the	pedagogical	training	opportunities	offered	by	the	department	
and	the	University.		
	
Each	 year	 the	 department	 will	 invite	 applications	 from	 PhD	 students	 to	 teach	 a	
selection	 of	 courses	 in	 the	 undergraduate	 curriculum.	 These	 courses	 vary	 from	one	
year	 to	 the	next	and	 include	both	 core	 courses	and	elective	 (including	special	 topic)	
courses.	 Teaching	 assignments	 will	 be	 determined	 by	 students’	 areas	 of	 expertise,	
their	progress	in	the	doctoral	program,	their	previous	teaching	record,	and	the	needs	
of	the	undergraduate	curriculum.		Normally,	teaching	opportunities	will	be	offered	to	
students	 in	 their	 3rd	 and	 4th	 year	 who	 have	 successfully	 completed	 their	 thesis	
proposal.	Priority	will	be	given	to	students	who	have	been	accepted	to	candidacy	and	
who	have	not	yet	taught	a	course.		Students	can	apply	for	teaching	positions	within	4	
years	 from	 the	 start	 date	 of	 their	 first	 teaching	 assignment	 (not	 including	TAships),	
after	which	point	they	will	no	longer	be	deemed	eligible.	
	
Students	who	are	interested	in	teaching	a	course	in	the	undergraduate	calendar	other	
than	the	core	courses	with	a	fixed	syllabus	(such	as	FMST	211,	FMST	212,	FMST	216,	
and	FMST	322)	should	submit	a	detailed	course	proposal	and	a	brief	course	outline	to	
the	 department	 in	 the	 year	 prior	 to	 the	 academic	 year	when	 the	 proposed	 teaching	
would	take	place.	The	exact	deadline	for	applications	will	be	announced	in	September	
each	year.	A	 faculty	sub-committee	will	 then	evaluate	the	proposals	and	recommend	
the	courses	to	be	included	in	next	year’s	curriculum.	The	recommendation,	however,	is	
contingent	on	the	availability	of	reserved	courses	and	the	program	cannot	guarantee	
the	number	offered	each	year.		
	
All	the	courses	available	for	PhD	students	to	teach	the	following	year	(including	both	
those	with	a	fixed	syllabus	and	the	self-devised	ones)	will	be	announced	via	email	no	
later	 than	 May	 1st,	 and	 following	 the	 applications	 the	 departmental	 committee	 will	
choose	the	qualified	candidates	who	will	be	informed	of	the	teaching	assignments	by	
early	June.		
	
Students	developing	their	course	syllabi	to	be	taught	the	following	year	need	to	do	so	
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in	 consultation	 with	 the	 Faculty	 Teaching	 Mentor	 for	 the	 course	 (either	 a	 faculty	
member	 who	 had	 previously	 taught	 this	 course	 in	 the	 program,	 or	 the	 student’s	
dissertation	adviser).	The	syllabus	should	then	be	submitted	for	consultation	and	final	
approval	 to	 the	Undergraduate	 Program	Director	 by	 the	 deadline	 communicated	 by	
the	Director	via	email	to	the	students.		
	
	
Research	Assistantships	

Research	assistantships	may	be	available	to	graduate	students	on	individual	basis.	The	
funding	 for	 these	 assistantships	 comes	 from	 individual	 faculty	 research	 grants	 and	
their	 availability	 varies	 from	 year	 to	 year	 and	 depends	 on	 specific	 research	 skills	
required	 by	 the	 faculty	 member	 holding	 a	 research	 grant.	 Some	 typical	 RAships	
include	 editorial	 work,	 translation,	 data	 collection,	 event	 organization	 and	
administrative	duties,	webpage	design	and	maintenance,	etc.	Students	are	encouraged	
to	 contact	 faculty	 to	 inquire	 about	 these	 research	 opportunities	 and	 inform	 them	of	
their	specific	research	skills.			
Research	Assistants	at	Concordia	are	covered	by	a	collective	agreement	(Teaching	and	
Research	Assistants	at	Concordia).	TRAC	contracts	need	to	be	filled	out	in	accordance	
with	the	TRAC	regulations	by	the	student	and	faculty	member	hiring	them.		
	
http://trac-union.ca/	

	
	

The	Faculty	of	Fine	Arts	(FoFA)	and	the	School	of	Graduate	Studies	provide	internal	
funding	for	students.	The	program	is	able	to	offer	a	selection	of	fellowships	to	new	
students,	 and	 is	 periodically	 able	 to	 nominate	 students	 for	 internal	 University	
competitions	for	further	funding	and	International	Fee	Remissions.	

	
External	 funding	 is	 available	 to	 Canadian	 students	 from	 the	 Social	 Sciences	 and	
Humanities	 Research	 Council	 (SSHRC)	 and	 to	 Quebec	 residents	 from	 Fonds	 de	
Recherche	 du	 Québec	 Société	 et	 Culture	 (FQRSC).	 Both	 agencies	 offer	 limited	
opportunities	 for	 international	 students,	 specifically:	 the	 Vanier	 Canada	 Graduate	
Scholarship	(SSHRC)	and	the	PBEEE	E	MELS	Merit	Scholarship	(FQRSC).	Information	
about	 these	 competitions	will	 be	 distributed	 via	 the	 departmental	 news	 bulletins.	
Additionally,	 the	 School	 of	 Graduate	 Studies	maintains	 an	 award	 directory	 listing	
specialized	awards	available	across	the	University.	

	
Conference	Travel	funding	is	available	on	a	competitive	basis	from	both	the	Faculty	
of	 Fine	 Arts	 and	 the	 School	 of	 Graduate	 Studies.	 Deadlines	 for	 applications	 are	
announced	throughout	the	year.	
	
https://www.concordia.ca/students/financial-support/graduate-funding/awards-
directory.html	

Student	Funding	


